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PORTRAITURE OF BEDFORD COUNTY. 


Having lately observed, from the public papers that 
a brief statement of the situation, soil, manufactories, 
schools, &c. of the different counties of this state, would 
most likely prove acceptable to many of its citizens, 
and believing that no such statement has yet been made 
of Bedford county, I beg leave, after having been polite- 
ly furnished with the principal facts from a very respect- 
able source, to submit the following sketch for publi- 
cation in your paper; at the same time sincerely regret- 
ting that some person more competent to the undertak- 
ing, and with better opportunities of information, had 
not engaged in the task before me. 

Bedford county was erected in the year 1771, but its 
boundaries have been altered and circumscribed by sub- 
sequent acts of the legislature. It is about 48 miles long, 
and its mean breadth about 34 miles, and contains up- 
wards of twenty five thousand inhabitants. It is now 
bounded on the east by Franklin county, on the west 
by Somerset and Cambria counties, on the south by the 
state of Maryland, and on the rorth by Huntingdon 
county. It contains nine or ten towns or villages, be- 
sides the town of Bedford, which is the seat of justice. 

Bedford is pleasantly situated on the great road that 
leads from Philadelphia to Pittsburg, on the Raystown 
branch of the Juniata river, two hundred miles west 
of Philadelphia,and one hundred miles east of Pittsburg. 
It was formerly called Raystown from which the stream 
that passes it took its name. This town contains about 
eleven hundred inhabitants. The buildings are mostly 
either stone or brick, the streets are spacious and airy, 
and generally present the appearance of activity and 
business. Its liberal minded citizens have done much 
to beautify the town by erecting several public struc- 
tures, which do credit to themselvesand to the County. 
The Catholic Church, and the German Lutheran and 
Reformed Church, are buildings which for neatness, 
convenience and comfort, would be well calculated to 
accommodate the polite congregations of our largest 
cities. A new Presbyterian Church likewise is about 
being built, which when finished it is supposed will be 
even a superior building to either of the others. 

The new Court House which it is expected will be 
completed in a few weeks, will surpass in style and 
workmanship, almost any other similar buildings in the 
state. It is planned after the Tuscan order, and with the 
strictest regard to the rules and principles which govern 
the art of building. It shows to great advantage on the 
turnpike road as you approach Bedford from the east, 
and its beautiful symmetry and proportion, its lofty col- 
umns in front, and its commanding cupola, must rivet 
the attention of every traveller who has the least taste 
for the arts and refinements of civilized life. What ren- 
ders this building still more interesting is, that it is en- 
tirely the workmanship of men bred among our own 
mountains, whose arrival at their present skill and ca- 
pacity has been altogether owing to that zeal and de- 
votedness to their profession which every man must feel 
before he can expect to excel in any thing. 

About a mile and a half from the town of Bedford, in 
a small romantic valley,are situated the Bedford Springs. 
Had we nothing else to boast of than these Springs, we 
might rely with confidence on the superior interest which 
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‘they must afford to visiters and travellers who are in pur- 
suit of health and recreation over every other spot in the 
United States, and on the increasing prosperity and 
riches which, as society progresses they must necessa- 
rily add to our county. [tis not the mere placid en- 
joyment of a refreshing shade, a cooling fountain, or an 
artificial promenade, that I now have reference to.— 
These are to be found every where in the world. The 
Bedford waters are active, healing and efficient. As 
aprompt but gentle aperient, a ciuretic and a tonic, 
their medicinal qualities are perhaps not inferior to any 
other waters in the world. They have been strictly 
analysed, and tested by men of judgment and reflec- 
tion, and they have been pronounced by many even su- 
perior to the celebrated springs of Saratoga and Balls- 
town. 

Nature seems to have resolved, in one of her happiest 
moods, on an assemblage of circumstances which might 
render these springs a delightful and cheering retreat 
to the sick and afflicted. ‘The lofty mountain, the fall- 
ing cascade, and the transparent stream, all of which 
are happily combined into one entire group of rich ro- 
mantic scenery, fill the mind with a satisfaction and con- 
tent which can never be so well described as felt.— 
Every thing around you seems joyous, and gay and hap- 
py, yet tempered with that calm tranquility and engag- 
ing silence which add such refined interest to rural 
scenery. The fanning zephyr seems officiously busy 
to render you cool and comfortable, and as if fearful 
that he had not done enough for you during the day, 
he is sure to watch round your couch at the silent hours 
of night. In short, so many are the attractions of this 
enchanting spot, that were I a poet or in love, I should 
be almost as constant in my attendance at the springs, 
as the springs themselves are constant and perennial in 
the flow of their salubrious and sparkling waters. 

It is needless for me to say that the accommodation 
for visiters are such as not to discredit the reputation 
and virtues of our waters. Three entire ranges of build- 
ings, adapted in every respect to the purposes for which 
they were erected, and furnished in a manner corres- 
ponding with the company which is received and enter- 
tained at the springs, can and do accommodate every 
summer from five to six hundred visiters. ‘There can 
be no doubt but that in a short time, asthe population 
of our state increases, and people come to find out that 
crossing our mountains is a much less formidable task 
than they imagine, it will be necessary to erect other 
buildings, and to extend and enlarge the accommoda- 
tions at the springs generally. 

The county of Bedford is mountainous and hilly, 
much of the land stony and broken, and in some places 
the soil yields but a niggardly return for the labour be- 
stowed on it. Yet the rich burgher from the city who 
lounges in his carriage along the turnpike, or is trans- 
ported with rapidity in one of our public stages, makes 
a thousand mistakes in his calculations about the sterility 
of our soil, and the shortness of our crops. While he 
is dreaming in his carriage of famine and cold water, 
could he be translated in a moment to some of our de- 
lightful vallies, he would there find large and exten- 
sive farms, abundant crops, comfortable houses, polific 
and healthy families, and a greater abundance of every 
thing than perhaps he himself is inthe habit of enjoying at 
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home. In many of our vallics there is fine limestone land, ishing for lack of knowledge! All those remarks will 
which is well cultivated, which affords our farmers an op- | apply with proper force to Bedford county. The mo- 
portunity every year of taking a great quantity of sur- | ment we lose sight of Bedford, with but very few exeep- 
plus produce to market. The valley near McConnells- | tions, we find hovels for schools, and men who would 
town, Friend’s Cove, and Morrison’s Cove, are partic- | be retained in no other employment, engaged in form- 

ularly rich and fertile. The latter p'ace more especial- | ing the plastic minds of children. And yet even these 

Jy in the immediate vicinity of Martinsburg, I hesitate | miserable receptacles and nurseries of knowledge are 

not to say, is one of the richest districts of country in | so sparingly scattered around us, that perhaps there 

the state of Pennsylvania. 1 have visited it a hundred | are not two for every five hundred children in the coun- 

times, and every time have a greater reason to be pleas- | ty. Other counties I know are suffering in the same 

ed with the skill, industry and economy of the farmers, | way; and I trust that our Legislature may be made so 

with the beauty of their farms, and the great abundance } sensible of this state of things, that they will act defini- 

and plenty which were visible all around me. The | tively on a bill which I observe from the papers has 
timber on our mountains and in other places is principal- | been reported on this all-important subject by a mem- 
ly white oak, chesnut, hickory and pine. | ber from Philadelphia. 

One of the greatest sources of wealth to the people of | As a general remark the bar of Bedford is at present 
this county is the iron ore, which is found of the best young, raw and inexperienced, and as a natural conse- 
quality in many places, and particularly in Morrison’s | quence, brisk, fluent and dogmatical. The time may 
Cove and its vicinity. There are now erected and in| come hereafter when the materials found here will be 
complete operation two furnaces, viz: Elizabeth, and | moulded into something which will do honor to the high 
Hanover. At each of these furnaces there are from | profession of a lawyer, unless in the meanwhile they 
twenty-five to thirty tons of pig metal cast every week. | should be so warped and blunted by politics, or so ne- 
Each of them gives employment on an average to about | glected in the pursuits of foreign objects, as to prove of 
seventy-five hands,many of whom support large families, | little importance either to the possessors or to the pub- 
and some of them gre even laying up money against a | lic. 
needy day. There are likewise 6 forges in the county, | Our physicians are respectable, one of whom, from 
namely, Bedford, Hopewell, Lemnos, Hanover and the | his long and extensive practice, and his attention to the 
two Maria Forges. These forges likewise make, sepa- spring visiters, has acquired a celebrity for skill and at- 
rately on an everage two hundred and fifty tons weight | tention which extends far beyond the county of Bed- 
of bar iron per year, and give employment each to about | ford. We have four clergymen in the town of Bedford, 
forty hands. Dr. Shoenberger, whose industry and en- | all of whom are highly honoured for their piety and 
terprise are well known in the western part of Pensyl- | usefulness.—Democratic (Pa.) Enquirer. 
vania, is about to erect other iron works on the Roaring | FRANKLIN. 
Spring, and no doubt can be entertained but that in 
process of time Bedford county will reap a certain and 
rich harvest from numerous other works of a similar na- 
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ture, which her streams and minerals are well adapted Brosman 7 
to bring into operation. F ws ; ‘ 

So far as have been able to ascertain from a hasty | The Union Canal Company of | In the Mayor’s Court 
enquiry I find that there are in the different townships Pennsylvania. \ for the City of Phila- 
in this county about seventy Grist and merchant mills, : delphia, December 
about eighty Saw-mills, twenty-five Fulling mills, some | Stout and others | Sessions, 1528. 

| 


of which manufacture cloth, about one hundred and fifty vs. j 
Distilleries, two Nail factories, one or two Oil mills, and The same. 
about twenty Carding machines. All these works give | Present—Geerge M. Dallas, Esq. Mayor; Joseph 
employment to a variety of hands, and are here efiume- | Reed, Esq. Recorder; and Aldermen Watson and Mil- 
rated to show the population, strength and resousces | nor. : 
of our county. | By the 13th section of the act of assembly, entitled 
The moral condition of a people will always be con- | ‘‘An act to incorporate the Union Canal Company of 
sidered by every man who has the welfare of society at | Pennsylvania, passed 2d of April 1811, the company 
heart, and whohas either humanity or philosophy e- | are authorized to enter upon all lands intended or sup- 
nough to step as it were out of himself, and beyond the | posed to be the proper route for the canal and lock na- 
immediate range of his own private circle, and look | vigation, to purchase the same, &c. and then th’s pro- 
abroad into the world by which he is surrounded. If vision follows: ‘*And in default of purchasing it shall be 
“knowledge be power,” and if power is equivalent to | lawful for the Courts of Quarter Sessions or the Mayor’s 
wealth, then has Pennsylvania much yet to do before | Court in the city of Philadelphia, on the application of 
she can expect to be blessed with that full tide of pros- | the owner of the said ground, or of the said president 
perity which is certainly within herreach. The system | and managers, to appoint three suitable and judicious 
of common school education in Pennsylvania is a bad | persons of any neighbouring county at their discretion, 
one, and Bedford county has experienced her full share or at the request of either party, to award a venire di- 
of the evil. The cold, reluctant, chilling appropriation | rected to the Sheriff of any adjoining county, to sum- 
which has been extorted from our Legislature from time | mon a jury of disinterested men in order to ascertain 
to time in favor of common schools,have kept the fever- | and report to the said court what damages, if any, have 
ish and trembling pulse of this system alive down to the | been sustained by the owner of the said grounds, by 
present moment, when it would have been better per- | reason of the said canal or other works; which report, 
haps that it shonld have perished at once, so as to afford | being confirmed by the court, judgment shall be enter- 
the people an opportunity of vindicating their own dig- } ed thereon, and execution on motion may be issued in 
nity, and providing for their own moral aliment. There | case of non-payment of the money awarded, with rea- 
is nota state in the Union where the necessity of pub- | sonable costs to be assessed by the Court, &c. 
licly providing for the education of our common people The company, in pursuance of the powers vested in 
is more seriously felt than in Pennsylvania, and yet 1| them by this section, entered upon the lands of the 
know of no other state in which this matter has been | plaintiffs in the above causes, and a jury of inquisition 
so lamely attended to. Were the rising generation a- | having been held on the same days, upon a venire di- 
mong the Germans taught to read and speak English, | rected to the sheriff of Lancaster county, damages were 
what an immense change would it create in the wealth | assessed in the first of the above cases at $325, and the 
and resources of the state—what an amount of solid | latter $50. These damages were paid by the company, 
happiness to thousands of individuals who are now per- | but on a bill of costs of $365 50 ($182 75 in each case) 
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being presented, they objected te the amount. The 
court, at the suggestion of the company’s counsel, or- 
dered the Sheriff to prepare a second bill, the first | 
being deemed too general in its terms. ‘This order was | 
complied with by the Sheriff, and another bill was pre- | 
sented, reducing the total of costs to $239 20—119 60) 
being charged in Brosman’s, and the same in Stout’s | 
case. 

The matter came before the court on a motion by the 
plaintiff’s attorney to issue execution for the whole 
amount charged by the Sheriff of Lancaster county. 

J. C. Biddle and Binney, for the company, after stat- 
ing the peculiar hardship of the case, inasmuch as their | 





| 


clients had in the first instance offered to pay a greater 
sum in damages than had been finally awarded by the 
jury, continued in the first place.—That all compensa- 
tory fees or compensations for services not specified in 
the fee-bill had been expressly abolished by the 26th 
Section of the act of 28th March 1814, and that conse- 
quently the court could allow none other than those con- 
tained therein. 

That in the next place; admitting that the act did not 
preclude the court from the exercise of their discretion 
in these cases, the fee bill furnished the best standard 
by which to regulate that discretion. 

The analogy to services mentioned in that bill was 
very striking. That as to the charge of $119 60, in 
each case, it was altogether objectionable, because the 
same jury performed both views and made but one jour- 
ney from their homes. It having been repeatedly decided 
in the instance of juries and arbitrators, that they were to 
be paid only a certain sum per diem, no regard being 
had to the number of cases to this point, and further ob- 
jected that many of the items claimed were excessive 
and unreasonable, to show which they entered into a 
minute examination of the biil. In conclusion, they 
stated, that as the decision of the court would form a 
precedent for future cases, it was important to the 
community, as well as the Union Canal Company, that 
the rule should be settled. 

Hall, for plaintiffs, considered the charge of the She- 
riff reasonable; he referred to the sentence, “specified | 
in this or some other act of assembly,’ contained in the 
above section, as including all acts in which a particular 
compensation was provided. That the act of incorpora- 
tion having been passed in 1811, was one comprised in 
that exception. 

That the Court were to assess reasonable costs. The 
fee bill was to be entirely disregarded; for, if followed, 
it would not afford a ‘‘reasonable compensation.”’ 

Mr. Recorder Rerp delivered the opinion of the | 
Court. After stating the case, he proceeded— 

The only question for decision is, whether the Legis- 
lature intended, by the use of the terms “reasonable 
costs,” to vest in the court a discretionary power to al- | 
low what they thought a just compensation for the ser- 
vices rendered, a guantum meruit, which may vary ac- 
cording to the circumstances as they respect the sheriff- 
the jurors, or the parties. The exercise of this uncon- 
trollable authority is urged by the plaintiffs’ counsel, 
representing on this occasion the sheriff and jurors. 

On the part of the defendant it is contended that by 
the act of Assembly of 1814, and the decision of the 
Supreme Court, (1 Sergeant and Rawle, 505; 5th do 
198,) all compensatory fees are prohibited; this court 
must of necessity be governed by the fee bill, which 
provides for services of the same nature on process is- 
sued from other courts, and which, even if a discretion 
be exercised, affords a safe standard by which such al- 
lowances may be regulated. 

Although there is no doubt the Legislature intended 
by the act of 1814 to abolish all fees usually denomi- 
nated compensatory fees, declaring that, if any officer 
shall charge fees, except those provided by law, or if 
the Judges shall allow fees for services not specified in 
some actof Assembly, it shall be a misdemeanour in 
office, It may however be reasonably doubted, whe- 
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ther the prohibition did not merely extend to fees for 
services which had been before wholly unprovided for 
by law. The fees now in question are, in our opinion, 
not of the same description with those on which the le- 
gislative prohibition was meant to operate. They are 
for services, which may, by a natural analogy, be said 
to be expressly provided for in the fee bill, and for 
which a specific compensation is directed. Had the 
Legislature:intended to deprive the Court of its disere- 
tionary power, it is natural to suppose that a term liable 
to misconception would not have been retained, buta 
simple unequivocal reference would in al! similar cases 
have been made to analogous items in the bill. 

In subsequent acts there is great diversity of expres- 
sion. This irregularity, or the preservation of the 
phrase ‘reasonable costs,” in some cases, and its occa- 
sional omission in others, convinces us, that compen- 
satory fees for such services, are not in all cases abolish- 
ed. In the acts incorporating the Oxford Rail Road 
Company, and the Lackawaxen and Susquehanna Rail 
Road, the one passed in 1826, the other in 1828; both 
subsequent to the fee bill, to which others may be 
added, the viewers are allowed the same compensation 
as special Jurers; while in the acts incorporating the 
Schuylkill Valley Navigation Company, and in the acts 
of March and April 1827, meorporating the Allegheny 
and Conewago Canal Company, and in the Dauphin 
and Susquehanna Coal Company, andin other acts for 
similar purposes, the very same phrase is used as in the 
act under which the present question has arisen. It is 
not to be supposed that with a rule to which so easy 
reference could be made, the Legislature, without an 
object in view, would use, in the last mentioned cases, 
aform of expression, which by the construction con- 
tended for, is rendered manifestly inappropriate and 
uncertain. We are of opinion, therefore, that a discre- 
tionary power is vested in the Court. 

The question then arises, is there any rule, and if any, 
what is the rule by which the discretion is to be exer- 
cised? Isit to to be understood, that by the delegation 
of a discretionary power, an implied rejection of all 
rules and guides in analogous cases was meant; or is it 
not more natural to presume that it was intended, that 
in ordinary cases reference to a fixed standard would be 
proper, and that in extraordinary cases of services ren- 
dered under peculiar circumstances, and at peculiar 
sacrifice, discretion might be exercised. If analogy 
were rejected as a legitimate mode of reasoning in cases 
of ordinary occurrence, not only would the court be 


| obliged to go into the most detailed examination of the 


bill of costs, and hear evidence in explanation and sup- 


port of the several items, but the compensation awarded 


would be constantly fluctuating, and all certainty and 
uniformity would be lost; especially when this discre- 
tionary power is to be exercised, as it necessarily must 
be, by different tribunals. 

Reserving therefore the power to meet extraordinary 
instances, we think it perfectly consistent with that 
reservation, and better calculated to promote the ends 
of justice, to adopt, on this occasion, the fee bill as our 
guide, and as the truest expression of legislative inten- 
tion on the subject, ina case as to which we have no 
information, either judicially or otherwise, to give. it a 
peculiar character. Ihave not referred to any distinc- 
tion between the sheriff and jurers in this case, though 
it is manifest that generally, if not universally, the pro- 
priety of the reference to the fee bill as a guide, is 
stronger in the case of the sheriff than in that of a juror. 
The former voluntarily accepts and anxiously solicits 
the office to which this special duty is incident. He 
often derives great profit from it, and is presumed to take 
it with a full knowledge of its dutics, responsibilities, 
and emoluments—he accepts it cum onere, and may re- 
sign it at pleasure. Not so the juror. The process 
under which he acts is strictly compulsory, and his com- 
pensation is rarely in proportion to the services he per- 
forms. While therefore we re-assert our discretionary 
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power to be exercised when the occasion may require 
it, in the case before us we take the fee bill as our guide, 
and direct the clerk to tax the costs in conformity with 
its provisions. We also direct that single costs only be 
allowed, agreeably to the principle established by the 
Supreme Court, [4 Serg. and Rawle, 81, and 15 do. 397] 
where the Court in the one case decided, that when 
the same parties referred two suits to the same arbitra- 
tors, who transacted business in each of the suits on the 
same day, they could be allowed but one day’s pay.— 
And in the other, applied the same principle to a wit- 
ness. The Chicf Justice observing, “that it would be 
extraordinary indeed if he could demand for several 
days attendance when he attended but one. The law 
admits of no such extravagancies.”” The witnesses (and 
by analogy the sheriff and viewers) are to be paida 
certain per diem allowance; and having received that, 
they are entitled tono more. So in the case of a jus- 
tice of the peace (6 Bin. 397) the same principle 
which governs all the cases is recognised—it having 
been there decided, that he is not entitled to his fees as 
a witness on the first day of the court, because it is his 
duty to attend to make a return of his recognizances. 
The bill was taxed $108 99 in both cases. 
[Nat. Gaz. 


AVERAGE PRICE OF FLOUR. 


In vol. Il, page 221, will be found a table of the price 
of Flour in Philadelphia, for each month in the year, 
from 1784 to 1828, which originally appeared in the Phj. 
ladelphia Price Current. The following table, exhibit- 
ing the ayerage price of each year, is taken from the 
New York Journal of Commerce, and was probably pre- 
pared from the table first mentioned. 


**Frour.—The Editors of the New York Journal of | 
| were paid for delivering paupers, $355 72; support of 


Commerce have been favoured by a commercial friend, 
with a table of the prices of Flour in the Philadelphia 
market fora period of forty-four years, which, says the 
Journal, will be acuriosity, as wellasa useful document 
toevery dealer in the article. We subjoin the average 
for each year. 
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Aggregate average of forty-four years, $7 42. 


The circumstances which have produced the princi- | burg to a large amount. 
pal fluctuations, are given as follows, by the gentleman 
who has so carefully preserved the record:—*From | 
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an advance during the latter part of 1828, viz. scarcity 
in Europe, particularly in England. ‘The state of the 
currency in 1814 and ’15 of course had an effect on the 
prices of those years. 

It deserves to be considered, also, that the quantity of 
circulating medium and the value of all sorts of merchan- 
dise have fluctuated. The highest yearly average was 
that of 1796, viz. $12 50; the lowest that of 1826, viz. 
$4 65, The lowest price, in March 1821, viz. $3 75— 
and the highest price in March 1796, viz. $15. In one 
instance the price remained without any change for 11 
months, but in very many others it has fluctuated two 
dollars or two dollars and fifty cents within a few days. 





ANNALS OF PAUPERISM. 
Abstract of the accounts of the Directors of the Poor- 


house institution of Dauphin. county. 
(From 7th January, 1828, to 9th January, 1829.) 
330 paupers were admitted into the house during the 
rear. 
32 ; do. died in the house during the ycar. 
5 children were born do do. 

148 paupers in the house at present. 

14 children bound out to trades. 
147 out-door paupers admitted in 1828. 


61 out-door paupers died. 
62 do discontinued do. 
25 do at this time. 


246 paupers of which some cloped and some dismissed 
the same year. 


RECEIPTS during the year (including balance in 
hand January 7, 1828, and 5000 dollars berrowed of the 
Harrisburg Bank, ) $9,798 89; of this sum $326 30, are 
stated to be “surplus proceeds of the mill and $28 44 
found with a pauper.” 

PAYMENTS during the year $9,616 42: of which 


out-door paupers, $511 41; physician’s salary, $140; 
medicine and funeral expenses of out-door paupers, 
| $265 034; medicines for paupers in the house, $277 71; 
tobacco in 1825-27, $45 35; labor on farm, $184 374; 
do. in and about house, $81 12; Justices’ fees, $205 89; 
coffins for out-door poor, $70 65; coffins for the house, 
$96 50; salaries, $340 06; principal of debt, 850 dol- 
lars; for grain, $335 12; whiskey, $113 35; fuel, 65 98. 
| By the late returns, it appears there are 4602 taxa- 


92 | bles in Dauphin county: which at 5 to 1, will give 23,- 


010 inhabitants. 330 paupers in the house, and 147 
out-door poor, during the ycar, say 477: or 1 to every 
50 inhabitants. 





Correras.—John Wright, esq. established some time 
since, in the neighbourhood of Mercer, Pa. a Manufac- 
tory of Copperas. He has, from time to time, extended 
his establishment and improved his works, until he can 
now manufacture a quantity sufficient to supply the de- 

mand of the country north of the Ohio. His pyritesare 
excellent, and his copperas has been pronounced, by 
competent judges, of very superior quality, equal to any 
| imported or manufactured elsewhere. A large quantity 
has been sent to the Pittsburg market, and met with a 
ready sale. Mr. Wright is now filling orders from Pitts- 
The establishment of such a 
manufactory in this county, is gratifying, and ought to 
meet with warm encouragement from all our citizens. — 





1794 to ’96, scarcity in France and England—from ’98 | Mercer Press. 


to 1800, export to England—1800 to 1801, scarcity in 


England—1804 and ’5, scarcity in Spain—1808 and ’9, 


long embargo—1809, ’10, and 11, Peninsular war— 


Appointment by the Governor. 
George Stroop, esq. to be Prothonotary and Clerk of 





1812, °13, and 14, war with England—1816 and ’17 | the several Courts of Perry county, in the room of W. 


scarcity in England.” 





To this we may add the cause of | B. Mitchell, esq. resigned. 
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RAIL ROADS AND CANALS. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, FEB. 26, 1829. 


Mr. Lehman from the Committee on Inland Navigation 
and Internal Improvement, to whom were referred the 
documents relative to rail roads and canals, made 


REPORT: 


That the time has arrived when the great work of in- 
ternal communication has become acceptable to the in- 
terests of all classes of the community, and has so far ad- 
vanced towards completion, and the benefits it will con- 
fer are so generally admitted, that arguments in favour 
of its policy are now superfluous. 

Pennsylvania gave birth to the turnpike and canal 
system in America, and she now perceives the policy of 
spreading, by means of canals and rail roads, the basis of 
strength, and unfolding her immense capability of im- 
provement. It may be said that our whole country, 
under the powerful stimulus of free institutions, exhi- 
bits the spectacle of twenty-four states striving to aug- 
ment the mass of industry, wealth, and population, and 
to preserve for their own benefit the largest share of 
the trade which springs from such increased prosperity. 
Among the Atlantic states, the maxim is now adopted, 
that not only manufactures and agriculture, but a sea- 
port with an extended home and foreign trade, are 
among the elements of prosperity. The struggle for 
commerce kindles a noble spirit of industry—awakens 
genius--and by calling forth all the resources of the 
states, gives strength and greatness to the whole confe- 
deracy. 

Under the law of last session the state is pledged to 
form by its own means, 

1st. A complete communication between the city of 
Philadelphia on the Delaware, and the city of Pittsburg 
on the Ohio, by means of rail roads and canals. 

2d. A branch of the canal from the mouth of the Ju- 
niata, on the Susquehanna, to the New York state line. 

Sd. A branch from the Susquehanna to the Bald 
Eagle, on the West Branch. 

4th. A canal from Carpenter’s Point, to the tide wa- 
ter on the Delaware. 

5th. A navigable feeder for the contemplated canal 
between Pittsburg and Lake Erie. 

6th. A railroad from Columbia to the town of York. 

The steady and (so far as is consistent with economy 
of expenditure) the rapid advancement of the entire 
system of improvement is now the obvious policy of 
Pennsylvania; and it is the duty of the committee to 
communicate to the House, the result of their anxious 
inquiries, in relation to the sum of money which ought 
to be provided for the present year, and the objects to 
which the money ought to be applied. 

It is proposed in the bill annexed to this report, to 
vest some discretionary powers in the commissioners, so 
far as respects the rail roads and canals, which are au- 
thorised to be put under contract. No maxim of pru- 
dence or economy, it is thought, will be violated, if it is 
left to their discretion and responsibility, to advance at 
such places, and with as much speed as is compatible 
with the means within their control, the interest of the 
commonwealth and the restrictions of the law. It is 
presumed, that no difference of opinion will now exist 
in relation to the policy and the true economy of 
bringing to a speedy completion the line between the 
Delaware and the Ohio, and also the branches on the 
Susquehanna and the Delaware. All this has been pro- 
mised by the law; and upon the faith of the law, enter- 
prising citizens in every direction, have made arrange- 
ments and entered into contracts, with a view of parti- 
cipating in the advantages which such improvements 
never fail to confer upon an industrious population. So 
far as respects the great work alluded te, it may be 
said, that its construction is the settled policy of the 
state, and what remains for the present and future le- 











gislatures, is to secure a careful superintendence and 
an economical expenditure of the public money. 

In addition to the improvements recognised by exist- 
ing laws as part of the Pennsylvania system, the com- 
mittee have made provisions for advancing with all prac- 
ticable speed towards the great canal of the state of 
Ohio, and also towards lake Erie. The completion of 
these works is deemed essential to the full usefulness 
and grandeur of the scheme of improvement. The 
importance of connecting lake Erie with the Delaware, 
is illustrated by the rapid increase of the commerce of 
our inland seas. A few years ago ten vessels were suf- 
ficient for the trade of lake Erie, and now there are se- 
ven large steam-boats, and upwards of one hundred 
coasting vessels. They have also directed active ope- 
rations to be commenced upon the Monongahela; and 
if practicable, upon the rail road between Columbia and 
York; and also between Harrisburg, Carlisle, and 
Chambersburg. These improvements, it is believed, 
will be productive in the shape of tolls, and are due to 
the wishes and interests of the fertile counties on the 
southern border. In the bill, the committee haye made 
provisions for examinations and estimates, with a view of 
connecting the canal with the river, both at Dorrstown, 
on the West Branch, and at Harrisburg on the Susque- 
hanna. 

In framing the bill the committee have adopted the 
principle of accommodating all the districts of the state 
as early as possible. The result may be, that the state 
will receive tolls at a later period, from some parts of 
the line of communication; but it is obvious, that from 
other parts the receipt of tolls will be earlier. 

‘The opinion has been advanced, that all the energies 
of the state, ought, in policy, to be concentrated to the 
main route between the Delaware and the Ohio, and 
that thereby it may the more speedily be brought to 
completion. This, however, would infringe the princi- 
ple of mutual accommodation, which has received the 
legislative sanction; and is now regarded as essential to 
the preservation of the public faith. It is also believed 
that active operations may be carried on in many parts 
of the state to a certain extent, without retarding in any 
great degree the accomplishment of the main line. Ex- 
perience has proved, that in every district labourers 
may be found who will work in their own neighbour- 
hood, but who will not travel to a great distance from 
theirhomes. These may be employed in the advance- 
ment of interesting parts of the work, without any se- 
rious detriment to other parts which may be deemed 
more important to the general interests of the common- 
wealth. 

Embarked as Pennsylvania is in a system, of which 
the rich results cannot be fully enjoyed until all the 
parts are completed, it is the dictate of wisdom and 
true economy not to stay the hand of improvement, but 
to complete the work with all practicable speed. 

For the vigorous prosecution of the work, the com- 
mittee propose to appropriate the sum of 3,200,000 
dollars. 

If the magnitude of this sum excite apprehension it 
will be recollected that the money will be spent 
within our limits, and will be an active, moving, diffu- 
sive capital; giving employment to our own people, 
stimulating industry and ingenuity, and producing arts, 
improvements, and inventions. It will in many ways be 
conducive to prosperity, independent of the advantages 
the publie will derive from the improvements. The 
cost of the work cannot ultimately be any burden upon 
the finances of the state, as the income to be derived 
will reimburse the expense. All the facts in relation to 
the soil and mineral riches of Pennsylvania, concur to 
prove that the expenditures to be made willbe a judi- 
cious investment. The work will pay for itself. It is 
not necessary to repeat arguments which have hereto- 
fore convinced the understandings of the people, and 
of their representatives. Some interest, however, may 
be excited, by facts recently ascertained in our own 
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the public policy of many states of the union, to facili- 
tate the means of procuring it from the mines of Penn- 
sylvania. The legislature of Delaware but a few days 
ago, incorporated a company for the object, as stated in 
the law, “to furnish a cheap supply of mineral coal to 
the manufacturers and people of the state, to be derived 
from the immense stores of this valuable material, which 
abound in the neighbouring state of Pennsylvania.””— 
Our state may proudly say, that the bounty of nature 
has made her mountains the grand repository of this 
precious mineral, and also of iron; and every ton which 
is extracted from the mines will be tributary to her 
wealth and greatness, and will aid in making the Penn- 
sylvania canal more productive in tolls, than any other 
canal in the United States. 

The committee would dwell with emphasis upon the 
foregoing considerations, because they show the reve- 
nue the canals will produce, and the security the pub- 
lic creditor will have, that his interest will be paid and 
his capital refunded, and the right Pennsylvania has to 
expect, that the loan will be taken either at home or 
abroad upon favourable terms. 

The commissioners of the canal fund state, in their 
report made a few days ago, that by transferring the es- 
timated balance, which will be inthe treasury in 1830, 
to the canal fund, there will be a sufficiency, after de- 
fraying all the ordinary expenses, to meet the interest of 
the present debt, together with the interest which will 
be incident to the new loan new proposed, of three mil- 
lions of dollars. It has been suggested, that to satisfy 
the prudent and the timid, it may be expedient to es- 
tablish some additional sources of revenue, and the sub- 
ject is now under the consideration of the finance com- 
mittee of the House. But it does not appear that there 
is reasonable ground for belicving, that any additional 
taxation will be necessary. 

Public credit rests upon a sure basisin Pennsylvania. 
Where is the state possessing more resources or more 
integrity? Our riches in the products of the soil and 
the mines, and in the acquisitions ef personal property, 
are almost untouched for state purposes. Practical 
schemes of finance can never be wanting, and the pub- 
lic faith will be pledged to establish sufficient revenue. 
The ability and patriotism of the people no man can 
doubt, and a wise government will never sacrifice its 
character for punctuality and good faith. It is believed 
that measures may be resorted to for facilitating the 
sale and transfer of stock, and steps taken for sending 
stock to Europe, and that it may there be sold to advan- 
tage. The committee believe, that in the pursuit of 
this object, the state may be assisted by some of the ex- 
isting banks; and that both patriotism and interest will 
prompt the bank of Pennsylvania, or other banks, to af- 
ford facilities to the government in obtaining pecuniary 
aid. 

In the contemplation of the financial situation of 
Pennsylvania, the committee cannot overlook the fact, 
that from the national treasury, which is the common 
property of the people of the United States, five mil- 
lions might annually be distributed among the states, 
without embarrassing the national finances, or prevent- 
ing the speedy extinguishment of the national debt, or 
interfering with any expedient or just operation of the 
developes new views in relation to the rich treasure | national government. It is believed that after the lapse 
Pennsylvania has in coal. A recent memorial from the | of a few years the annual distribution may be ten mil- 
Lyceum of Natural History in New York states the | lions of dollars, The first mentioned sum would entitle 
amount paid within one year for fuel for domestic pur- Pennsylvania to 600,000 dollars, or the interest on 
poses and steam boats in the city of New York, at | twelve millions of dollars. The last mentioned sum 
2,400,000 dolls. Governor Clinton, in his last official | would give the interest on twenty-four millions of dol- 
message remarks, that New York is compelled to resort | lars. A bill for the accomplishment of this object is 
to the coal of Pennsylvania; and he says the quantity | now pending before the national legislature, and the 
which wil! be wanted for that state, is estimated at two | house has requested our representatives in Congress to 
millions of tons. It has now become obvious that coal | promote its adoption. The committee do not allude 
will constitute the chief article of fuel, not only in the | to this financial resource as of certain reliance; but in 
city and state of New York, but in many parts of all the | conjunction with the funds already set apart, and the 
states on the seaboard. Coal has become an object o sure receipt of ample tolls, it holds out the cheering 
vast national importance, and it will soon be a part of! prospect that the noblest monument of genius and 


country, on which a judgment can be formed of the 
amount of income to be derived from tolls. The com- 
mittee are aware that the vast sums invested in turnpike 
stock have been unproductive, and that the receipts 
generally have been consumed by repairs. Such, how- 
ever, will not be the result of the canal system. 

The tonnage conveyed on the Schuylkill canal, with- 
in the last year, was 105,463 tons, and the tolls and wa- 
ter rents amounted to nearly 100,000 dollars. ‘This work 
has but recently been finished, and the result has been 
thus encouraging, although its benefical influence upon 
the productive industry of the country, is as yet felt ina 
very imperfect degree. The Union Canalis also full of 
premise, although it will not be completed until the en- 
suing spring. The delay may be ascribed to the diffi- 
culty of carrying canals across a dividing ridge, which 
no where exists on the line of the Pennsylvania canal. 
An imperfect navigation, however, existed for afew 
months during the last year, and such is the creative 
= of a canal upon our industrious population and 

ne country, that with a few boats 18,000 tons were 
passed, and the tolls paid amounted to $26,000. The 
Lehigh navigation was interrupted during a great part 
of the past season, by the construction of works for se- 
curing an ascending navigation; the company, however, 
were enabled to bring from the mines 33,150 tons of 
coal. The Erie and Champlain canals have been finish- 
ed but a short time, and the tolls paid into the N. York 
treasury, already amount to more than three millions of 
dollars. Last year there wasa failure of the crop of 
wheat, which forms the great staple of that state, the 
tolls nevertheless were 833,000 dollars. This sum with 
a sufficient permanent allowance for superintendance 
and repairs, is adequate to paying the interest on the 
cost of the works, and leaves a large sum to be applied 
to the extinction of the debt. 

If such are the happy results of the works of improve- 
ment above alluded to, what may not reasonably be ex- 
pected after the completion of the Pennsylvania canal? 
Wheat will be as abundantly raised in our state as in N. 
York, but coal and iron will be the great staples, and 
they constitute in all countries the most valuable ton- 
nage for canals. 

It cannot reasonably be apprehended that any diffi- 
culty will exist in procuring all the money on loan.— 
The dividends on bridge and turnpike stocks, the col- 
lateral inheritance tax, and a portion of the auction du- 
ties are already set apart as a fund for the regular pay- 
ment of the interest. All the tolls arising from the ca- 
nals and rail roads are pledged, and some iclea may be 
formed of the tolls which will spring from the streams 
of inland trade, by the fact, that the contractor for the 
great dam on the Kiskeminitas, who has finished his 
work, and who is a responsible man, offers by petition 
to pay 10,000 dollars, for the privilege of navigating 
four boats, toll free, for half a year, from Blairsville to 
Pittsburg. The Lehigh Navigation and CoalCompany, 
also in their official report, state the interesting fact, that 
tonnage is already waiting on the Lehigh, sufficient ata 
moderate rate of toll to produce a handsome income to 
the state, on the Delaware division of the Pennsylvania 
Canal. 

It may truly be observed, that each successive year 
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power msy be accomplished, and the public engage- | ity remains with the court, those citizens in the vicinity 
ments be met, and the high character of Pennsylvania | who recommended, when an increase or continuance is 
for good faith be maintained, without additional taxa- | uanecessary or demoralizing, ought to bear a fall share 
tion, and with the certainty that whatever is regarded as | of censure. Indeed, it is fair to presume, that the 
odious in our financial system, may soon be expunged. | courts are often misled by such recommendations. 

It is believed that the sale of water power along the | It has been alleged in favour of an increase of tavern 
line of canal will soon become a financial resource of | licences; that it. adds to the revenue of the state, and 
some importance, and that legal provisions ought to be | therefore ought not tobe refused. The same argument 
made for the accomplishment of this object. This, | would apply to the licensing of gambling houses, horse 
with other interesting matters under consideration, and | racing, &c. which, thanks to the moral sense of the peo- 
embracing some objects of improvement, will constitute | ple of this state, do not, asin some other governments, 
the subject of another report. receive the sanction of law for the sake of gain to the 

In conclusion, the committee will remark, that the | treasury. 
genius of William Penn recognised the policy of nayi-| The memorialists suggest, “that a thorough investi- 
gable communications in Pennsylvania more than half a| gation of the causes of intemperance, would itself con- 
century before a canal was constructed in his native | tribute not a little towards the arresting of this growing 
country; and our predecessors, the inhabitants of the | evil.’ Although investigation would be a task far a- 
land which he planted, were the first among the mem- | beve the knowledge of the committee, and which,were 
bers of the American family who runa level or measured | they competent to the undertaking, would swell this re- 
waters, with a view to canal navigation. It has now | port beyond reasonable limits, they will, however, 
become our imperative obligation to keep pace with | notice some causes, in addition to the remarks on tavern 
the march of human improvement. All the states |} licences, which, being connected with our political in- 
around us are active and circumspect, and seeking not | stitutions, come within the purview of legislation. 
only te unfold their own riches, but to attract to their So careful were the legislature to preserve the rights 
own territory the commerce of the western states.— | of sufferage from any improper influence, that they 

There is a necessity of exertion, if we are to keep our| have annexed the penalty of fine and imprisonment for 
relative position in the confederacy, or to be lifted to| giving drink to voters for the purpose of obtaining 
the high station within our reach. Our state is the centre | votes. This law, though seldom or never violated, the 
of the United States, and distinguished above all others | committee regret to say, is evaded to an alarming ex- 
for its mineral wealth. It has the tide of the Delaware | tent. Custom, which exercises unlimited tyranny over 
on the east, the waters of the Ohio and of the lakes on | the minds and actions of men, seems to have decreed 
the west, and is blessed with benignant skies and a pro- | that unless a candidate treats liberally, he is penurious 
lific soil. Under the influence of a wise legislation, | and unworthy of public favour—the scene of administer- 
mental and physical improvement will advance hand in | ing strong drink commences with the canvass, and is 
hand. The riches of the soil, and of the mines, and of | carried on up to the time and place of election, and 
the mind, will be fully explored and developed, and | even there, force is opposed to force through the agen- 
Pennsylvania will be the fairest portion of our happy | cy of ardent spirits—there the so!emn decision, on which 
country. depends the welfare and prosperity of the state or dis- 
trict, are made amidst this baneful influence. 

The committee reluctantly use this plain language, 
but as the subject referred to them naturally leads to the 
above remarks they cannot think they have transgres- 
sed their duty—they, however, have the consolation of 
believing that a large majority of our citizens disapprove 
ef the practice befere noticed, and would call on the 
memorialists, and all good men in the state to stamp 
such an abuse with their marked disapprobation. They 
have it in their power—it can be done ina way which 
proposition, and highly appreciate the motives of} will not be misunderstood, and which will be attended 
the memorialists. The committee would premise, that | by a salutary effect. 
the enforcement of laws against vice-and immorality,| Military parades conduce nota little to the intemper- 
depends principally on the virtue, morality, good sense | ate use of ardent spirits: and notwithstanding the law 
and patriotism of the great body of the people, such | has an eye to the evil, in prohibiting the erection of 
qualities will not only be productive of efficient, zeal-| booths or stands for the sale of liquors within a covenient 
ous and conscientious ministers of the law, but will af-| distance from the field, yet they are commonly provid- 
ford ample support in their due execution: and in pro- | ed or obtained in profusion in the course of the day, and 
portion as these requisites may be wanting, so, in pro- | thus the object of the prehibition is almost entirely de- 
portion, will the laws for the suppression of vice and | feated. This abuse is attributable to nearly the same 


immorality be comparatively a dead letter. causes as in the case of elections, and to it may be ap- 
The memorialists are understood to recommend the | plied the same correction. 


reduction of the number of licensed houses for re-| The committee pass over national celebrations, polit- 
tailing spirituous liquors. That the number of these | ical entertainments, &c. these, from the accompaniment 
houses is much greater than is necessary there is no | of drinking toasts and sentiments, are perverted from 
doubt; but it is believed that no equable or proper re- | their original intention and often result in scenes of dis- 
duction could be made by direct legislative enactment | sipation. The checks, to intemperance in these, togeth- 
—this is already committed to the discretion of the | er with meetings for various purposes, must be left to 
courts of Quarter Sessions in the several counties—they | the laudable efforts of societies and individuals, with 
have full power to reduce the number, and on them | the confident expectation, that all good citizens will 
rests a high responsibility in the exercise of this discre-| give their aid in suppressing this growing evil which 
tion. It certainly is the duty of the court, not| threatens to become a heavy curse on our country. 

only to inquire into the character of an applicant,| From these few vemarks on the subject of the memorial, 
but whether the public welfare, and the legitimate | and from a careful examination of the laws against vice 
and proper objects of pmnblic houses will be pro-| andimmorality,it may be seen,that it is useless to multiply 
meted by [granting additional licences, and wheth-| lawson the subject, while those already in existence are 
er a renewal of those already granted would be/| but partially executed or totally neglected. It would 
justified by the existing circumstances of a town or | be a vain and deceptive profession of our faith unattend- 
neighborhood. Yet, although the ultimate responsibil- | ed by a correspondent practice. It would, indeed, like 
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Mr. Sullivan, from the committee on vice and im- 
morality, to whom was referred the memorial of a large 
number of the inhabitants of the Districts of Kensington, 
in the county of Philadelphia, praying for some further 
enactment to check the intemperate use of ardent 
spirits. REPORT: 


That they are sensible of the importance of the 
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the ancient Pharisees, be making broad our phylacteries, 


while we neglect the wholesome precepts of the laws; 


REPORT OF CONTROLLERS OF PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 





In addit‘on to the above mentioned branches, Grammar 
and Geography are taught, and the girls are instructed 


while we disregard the paternal and affectionate admo- | in Sewing, Knitting, and marking on canvass. 


nition of our Washington and other sages of the revolu- 
tion, and above all while we pass vver, unheeded, the 
imjunctions of the religion which we all profess. 

Let the memorialists—let every one, whatever may be 
their situation or condition,look to the motto of Pennsyl- 
vania: the soldier may see it on his colours—the citizen 
may often see it on his furniture and equipage, the first 
word is Virtue—this is the grand foundation of our po- 
litical fabric—if the foundation be unsound, the super- 
structure of Liberty and Independence will have but a 
precarious support. 





ELEVENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
Of the Controllers of the Public Schools, of the First 

School District of the State of Pennsylvania; with their 

accounts. 

In obedience to the direction of an Act of the Gene- 
ral Assembly, passed the third of March, 1818, the Con- 
trollers of the Public Schools, for the First School Dis- 
trict of the State of Pennsylvania, submit their Eleventh 
Aunual Report— 

Four thousand two hundred and ninety-seven pupils 
attend the following schools, viz: 


Boys. Girls. Totals, 
Model School, 348 202 550 
Locust street, 300 250 550 
Northern Liberties, 352 292. 644 
Kensington, 212 211 423 
Southwark, 366 303 669 
Moyamensing, 204. 217 421 
Spring Garden, 90 48 138 
North Western, 89 76 165 
South Western, 94 91 185 
Lombard Street, coloured, 251 301 552 





2306 1991 4297 

Besides those who belong to the Alphabet and Spel- 

ling Sections, and those who are beginning to write on 
slates, the classes are arranged as follows: 

Writing Arith- 








Scuoots. Reading. : 
on paper. metic. 

Model— ; 

Boys, 265 94 184 

Girls, 160 70 100 
Locust strecl— 

Boys, 223 100 223 

Girls, 160 90 108 
Northern Liberties— 

Boys, 210 55 124 

Girls, 157 96 152 
Kensingion— 

Boys, 118 74 118 

Girls, 114 1l+ 114 
Southwark— 

Boys, 258 149 161 

Girls, 168 95 60 
Moyamensing — 

Boys, 92 75 109 

Girls, 129 75 108 
Spring Garden— 

Boys, S7 16 29 

Girls, 22 10 14 
North Western— 

Boys, 61 15 $2 

Girls, 50 8 18 
South Westerr — 

Boys, 67 16 32 

Girls, 75 20 44 
Lombard Street, coloured— 

Boys, 140 38 105 

Girls, 119 45 125 
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The whole number of pupils are thus distributed :— 


In the Model School, Chester street . - 550 
First Section, City of Philadelphia - - 1452 
Second Section, Northern Liberties and Ken- 

sington - - - - - - 1067 


Third and Ninth Sections, Southwark and 





Moyamensing~ - - - - - - 1090 
Fourth Section, Spring Garden - - - 138 
Total - - - - - 4297 


In the country part of the district seven hundred and 
sixty children have been taught, and with those instruct- 
ed on the Lancasterian plan, make the whole number 
educated at the public expense during the official year, 
Five thousand and fifty-seven. 

During eleven years, the period of the operation of 
the present law, thirty-one thousand five hundred and 
Jifty-three children, have partaken of the benefits of edu- 
cation, under the liberal patronage of this efficient and 
economical system. 

From the annexed accounts, examined by the audi- 
tors, it will appear that the Controllers have drawn or- 
ders upon the County Treasurer for thirty thousand one 
hundred and seventy-three dollars and ninety-five cents 
—of which sum, sixteen thousand and eleven dollars 
and sixty-four cents is chargeable to the support of 
Lancasterian Schools, six thousand five hundred and 
forty-one dollars and fifty-one cents to real estate and 
school furniture, and seven thousand six hundred and 
twenty dollars and eighty cents, to education in the 
County Sections. 

Authority was given, and provision made at the 
commencement of the last year, to enable the Directors 
of the fourth Section to purchase a site and erecta 
School House. It is understood that they have pro- 
cured a lot in a convenient situation, and that arrange- 
ments will be made for building early the ensuing 
spring. 

The principal of the Boys’ Model School has compiled 
an Epitome of Geography, especially adapted to Semi- 
naries of mutual instruction, the publication of which 
the Controllers encouraged, and have supplied each 
School in the district with the requisite number of co- 

ies. 

e Several persons of both sexes, have recently availed 
themselves of the privilege of acquiring a knowledge of 
the Lancasterian plan of instruction, by attending the 
Model and other Schools, and some of the individuals 
thus qualified, are candidates for employment in Penn- 
sylvania, in many of the interior counties of which, an 
increased degree of attention has lately been manifest- 
ed, for providing the means of elementary instruction 
to a large number of Youths now destitute of that 
blessing. 

The power given to the Controllers by an act of the 
last session of the legislature, to establish schools for the 
instruction of children under five years of age, has not 
yet been employed. That object has nevertheless 
claimed their notice, and the most respectful attention 
has been paid to the communications of several societies 
formed in the city and county of Philadelphia, for the 
support of Infant schools, asking pecuniary aid towards 
the institutions which are conducted by them with 
great benevolence and success. 

In what manner this confessedly important concern 
shoukl be disposed of, the Controllers do not yet feel 
themselves fully qualified to determine. Whether 
annual contributions ought tobe made from the public 
treasury, to assist the means now derived from indivi- 
dual beneficence, so that the charitable ladies who go- 
vern those schools, may not be embarrassed in their 
operations for want of funds—whether establishments 
ought to be provided for this class of children entirely 
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under the direction of the Controllers, or whether it | 
will be judicious to increase the already liberal expendi- 
ture for free education—are questions demanding fur- 
ther grave and patient reflection. The Controllers 
cannot however take leave of the subject without ac- 
knowledging the deep feeling which an inspection of 
the Infant Schools, is sure to produce in every generous 
mind. The excellent instruction imparted—the aston- 
ishing proficiency of the pupils, in what is taught, and 
the happiness which reigns among the children, are 
powerful recommendations to the adoption of this novel 
mode of captivating the attention—developing the intel- 
lect, and laying the great foundations of moral and reli- 
gious truth at the very dawn of life. 

Notwithstanding the ample opportunities which are 
furnished for conferring the rudiments of learning upon 
the indigent youth of this part of the state, the Control- 
lers regret that the wise and generous purpose which 
seeks the education and welfare of every individual of 
that description, is not accomplished. Many children, 
wholly neglected, wander as they list, practising decep- 
tive arts of various kinds, and not unfrequently reach 
our prisons, where, by association with skilful criminals, 
their ruin is completed. Hundreds of others are em- 
ployed merely with reference to their physical value. 
Surely no private gains, however large, can recompense 
the commonwealth for the miseries and mischiefs which 
flow from this source. Cupidity, with its attendant op- 
pression, is indeed powerful and fearful, when it ren- 
ders its subjects at once dependent and depraved. 

The Controllers, as guardians of the class of young 
persons whom the law designs to train in virtuous ha- 
bits, once more invoke the attention of our fellow citi- 
zens, to this momentous subject. They are convinc- 
ed, that ifit be duly examined, it will ensure energetic 
legislation adequate to the correction of existing abuses. 
To promote the intellectual elevation of the indigent 
part of the rising generation, is an essential and par- 
mount duty of those for whom they labour in any branch 
of business, and such improvement is the only protec- 
tion against servility, the most debasing form of evil 
that can befal humanity, or afflict the state. 

Useful school learning, universally bestowed, com- 
bined with moral culture, and the inculcation of those | 
principles of restraint which are founded upon a rever- 
ence of the Creator, and the truths of Christianity, con- 
stitute the bulwark of our free institutions, and whatey- 
er may contribute to impair, or prostrate this best de- 
fence, ought to be regarded as hostile to the public lib- 
erty, and peace. 

On behalf of the Controllers, 
ROBERTS VAUX, President. 

Attested, 

T. M. Pettit, Secretary. 
Chamber of the Controllers, 2 mo. (Feb.) 25, 1829. 


TO THE JUDGES OF THE COURT OF COMMON PLHAS. 

The Auditors of the County of Philadelphia, appointed 
under the provision of an Act of Assembly, passed the 
6th day of March, 1818, to provide for the education 
of poor children within the City and County of Philadel- 
phia, to examine and settle the accounts of the Control- 
lers and Directors of the Public Schools, within the 
said District, RespectruLtty Statre— 

That they have carefully examined the said accounts, 
and compare them with the vouchers produced in sup- 
port thereof, and submit the following statement, show- 
ing a detailed account of their receipts and disburse- 
ments. 

In relation to the accounts of the Controllers, the 
Auditors report, that from the Ist. day, of January, 1828, 
to the 3lst. of December, same year, they drew orders 
on the Treasurer of the County, agreeably to an Act of 
the Legislature, passed the 23d. of January, 1821, au- 
thorizing the same, amounting to $30,173 95 

The whole of which is charg- eee 
ed as follows:— 


Vor. Il 20 









— ed 


Model School, Chester street. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, &c. 2 : - - 


: - 2,154 18 
First Section, comprehending 
the City of Philadelphia. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, rent, &c - . - $5,184 99 
School Furniture, - - 325 98 


Real Estate,new school house, 
corner of 12th, and Locust sts. 5,884 13 
~ 11,395 10 
Second Section, comprehend- 
ing part of the Northern Liber- 


ties. 
Teachers’ salaries, stationary, 
fuel, &c. - - - - 2,646 83 
Real Estate, - - - 56 65 
—-— 2,703 48 
Third Section, comprehend- 
ing Southwark. 
Teachers’ salaries, fuel,station- 
ary, ground rent, &c. : - 2,290 43 
School Furniture, - - 91 81 
Real Estate, ~ - - 182 94 
2,565 17 


Fourth Section, comprehend- 

ing Penn Township. 
Teachers’ salary, fuel, station- 

ary, rent of school house, &c. - - 745 50 
Ninth Section, comprehend- 

ing Moyamensing. ; 


Teachers’ salaries, rent, &c. - - 2,095 70 
General expenses. 
Paid salary of Secretary,books, 
advertising, and other incidental 
expenses, - - - - - - 894 O1 
$22,553 15 


The Auditors further report, that under 
the provision of the Act of Assembly, passed 
the 2d. of January, 1821, placing the whole 
of the School Sections under the superin- 
tendence of the Controllers, they examined 
the Accounts of the Directors of the 2d, 4th. 
5th. 6th. 7th. and 8th. Sections and com- 
pared them with the vouchers produced in 
support thereof. 


They find, that for the directors 
of the second section, for that 
part of the Northern Liberties 
and Kensington, not compris- 
ed in the Lancasterian Sys- 
tem, the Controllers drew or- 
ders for - - - - $1,076 23 

The directors of the fourth sec- 
tion, for that part of Penn 
Township not comprised in 
the Lancasterian System, the 
Controllers drew orders for 693 02 

The directors of the fifth section, 
comprising the Townships of 
Oxford, Lower Dublin, By- 
berry and Moreland, the Con- 
trollers drew orders for 

The directors of the sixth sec- 
tion, comprising the Town- 
ships of Germantown, Roxbo- 
rough and Bristol, the Control- 
lers drew orders for - 

The directors of the seventh sec- 
tion, comprising the townships 
of Blockley and Kingsessing, 
the Controllers drew orders 
es 2 ee - 

The directors of the eight section 
comprising the Township of 


1,195 87 


2,952 82 


1,190 15 
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Passyunk, the Controllers 
drew orders for - - 512 71 
——— 7,629 80 
$30,173 95 
RECAPITULATION. 
Amount of orders drawn by Con- 
trollers, - . - 30,173 95 
Old orders, outstanding Decem- 
ber 31, 1827, and paidin 1828, 283 24 


Of which paid by Controllers’ 
orders, drawn on the Treasur- 
er, . - - - - - - 
Leaving a balance of Controllers’ 
orders outstanding and unpaid 
December 31, 1838, : - - 


30,298 76 


158 43 








$30,173 19 30,457 19 


—_——_- 











JOSEPH BOCKIUS, 
SAM. M. SOLOMON, 


Auditors of the County. 
Philadelphia, February 25, 1829. 





EARLY HISTORY. 


We are again indebted to the politeness of the late 
Dr. Logan’s family for several documents relating to the 
early history of this state—of which we now commence 
the publication with the following letter from 


THE COUNCIL TO HANNAH PENN. 


Puitap’a, 8, 8mo. 1715. 
Honoured ffriend: 
ffinding ourselves obliged from the melancholy 
circumstances we perceiyeour Proprietor stille labours 
under to exert our best endeavours for his and the 
Countrys benefit, now when he is rendered so far inca- 
pable of applying his own thoughts to them as formerly. 


We gave an account in our Letter of the 11th of 6mo | 


Jast* pr. J. Annis, directed to himself, (W. P.) of the 
measures we had taken, and the Instances we had made 
for the more full establishment of good order and Peace 
in this Governmenthere. dclivering with .a necessary 
ffreedom, our sentiments of our present Lt. Gov’rs Con- 
duct in his administration.—nor have our further solici- 
tations since that time been wanting, being willing to 
leave no expedient unessayed to procure so great a 
Blessing as Peace and a good understanding among the 
People. 

But having seen some I’aragraphs of a Letter which 
I.Norris very lately received from our ffriend and fellow 
member Thomas Story, we were not a little surprised 
at the accounts you seemto have there of our affairs. we 
were absolute Strangers to the occasion of the Gov’rs 
Brother going over further than that several of us have 
heard the Governor alledge, that it was to get in a thou- 
sind pounds he was to receive on the death of a near 
Relation, but from what is said in the aforementioned 
Letter there is room to suspect it was on some business 
of a different import.—-we are altogether unacquainted 
with the Provocations hinted at, that moved the Gover- 
nor’s Temper, knowing nothing of any opposition that 
ever was made to him or any disappointment he met 
with but what was entirely owing to his own manage- 
ment with assemblies without advising with his Coun- 
cil. Such was his refusing to treat with that of the Pro- 
vince in 1714. and his attempting to call a new one di- 
rectly contrary to Law and the Constitution, for which 
he had ordered Writts to be prepared and sent to the 
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| noise, breath, or disturbance, by the interposition of the 

| Commiss’n of Property who were keepers of that Seal. 

| nor could we ever hear of any provocation given for so 

| rash and unadvised a resolution, unless he was disturb- 
ed (which some affirmed) at the Title of an act that ap- 
peared in the Published votes, which act, notwithstand- 
ing he has since thought it convenient to pass, this last 
sessions. So that we can by no means understand what 
the ill usage is that he can complain of. 

As to the divisions in new castle County, we think it 
apparent that he, with some near him were the authors 
of them themselves about the beginning of the year 
1714. Coll French stood so fair with him that he put 
him in the Commission of the Peace &c for that County, 
but his Brother in law Rd. Birmingham, whom after his 
arrival he thought fitt to make the chief Magistrate, hav- 
ing with an uncommon Rigour committed a Constable 
to the Stocks for some Behaviour or language with 
which he thought fitt to be dissatisfied, the Constable 
resolved to bring acivil action againsthim. The writt 
was brought to Jolin French as a justice to sign to which 

| by his oath he was indispensably obliged without favour 
| or partiallity. this sowed the first seeds that we have 
| heard of, and occasioned the sd. Justices being turned 
out of Commission and afterwards Birminghams Bail 
Bond being ordered to be assigned over by the Court, 
produced the same effect towards the rest of the magis- 
trates, who for that judicial act, to which the course of 
| the Law obliged them, were all turned out together, but 
| by a most extraordinary method. upon which the 
| Country was left for the space of about six weeks with- 
| out one magistrate, to the entire failure of all justice in 
| it. nor was this it seems sufficient, but the more effec- 
| tually to stop all process he, with his own haniis, as it is 
| affirmed, broke open the Clerks office, carried off all 
| the records he found in it, and because the County seal 
| was not there, he issued Writts himself under his pri- 
| vate Seal, and particularly one against the said Consta- 
| ble, adjudging him to pay 40 shillings, or to.be sent to 
Prison, tho’ on what pretence we have not yet learned. 
| these actions, with some others ofa like kind, and the 
Governor and his Brother still continuing the like arbi- 
| trary measures, are the true and only causes of the Dis- 
orders of that County, as far as we have been able to dis- 
| cover them, and what endeavours we on our parts have 
_used to procure a Redress to them that Peace anda free 
| enjoyment of their Liberties might be restored to all 
the Kings subjects here, we have, (as before hinted) 
| fully represented in our last Letter to the Proprictor, of 
| which a copy accompanies this, but how vain all our en- 
| deavors have proved, and how little is to be expected 
| for the future from this Gentleman, we, with a very deep 
Concern for the trouble it must necessarily give you, 
| think ourselves indispensably engaged further to inform 
‘thee. 

What led the Governor to tresspass on his Engage- 
_ment to us in refusing to grant a new Commission for 
|New Castle as he had promised the day before, we 
could not fully understand, altho his Brothers arrival in 
| this Town the same day gave some cause of Suspicion, 
| but it soon after appeared, for we found the constables 
action against Birmingham was still depending and was 

to be tried the following Court just then at hand. The 
Governor accompanied his Brother down to it, and to let 
the world see how far he thought himself interested in 
that trifling affair,zhe himself mounted the Bench where 
his Behaviour was such as is not fit to be mentioned of 
any Person who bears so valuable a Commission; but for 
the particulars, as well of that as the rest we have touch- 
ed upon with some others relating to that County, we 
must desire to refer toa late Letter directed to us from 
divers of their Inhabitants of note, who were made sen- 
sible of our endeavours in their behalf, ef which tho 
| wrote in some parts with strong resentments, we hear 


Great seal, but happily stopped there without the least | transmit a Copy, and shall proceed to some others of a 





*Sce this letter in Register, vol. 2, p. 69. 


still fresher date. 
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The injury done by Birmingham to the Constable ap- | his Brother-in-Law, came over.!. Yet when once he is 
pearing (as tis said) very plain to the jury, they found for | provoked so strong and Resolute are his passions, so vio- 
the Plaintiff, yet gave him only 5£ damages, upon which | lent his Resentment and so irreconciliable his temper 
verdict the defendant immediately produced a writt of | that no Consideration seems sufficient to prevail on him 
error from his Brother to remove the Cause (tho before | to open his eyes even to his own profit, and Hence are 
Judgment, as is affirmed to us) into the Supreme Court. | the oppressions the peop!e suffer as well as his own dis- 
Hereupon some were doubtful that before that Court |appointments. But we think ourselves more particular- 
there would be new Judges appointed, but these were | ly obliged to observe, that by these means your Inter- 
difficult to be found. The Gov’r howeyer, came up last | est, in the Lower Counties especially, seems to be in 





week with his Brother to procure persons from hence 
to try that writt of Error, and applying to some of the 
magistrates of our number, they thought it necessary 
rather to advise him to persuade the Provincial judges 
to it; these were accordingly spoke to, but this afford- 
ing as we thought, a good opportunity of treating once 
more with the Governor on these unhappy measures, it 
was so ordered that the rest of the Councill also should 
meet the Governor and his Brother that evening to con- 
sider of it. Their Proposal was soon made appear to be 
very absurd, for thatno judgment being given, a Writt 
of Error could not take place, but from hence occasion 
was taken to represent largely to the Governor what un- 
happy consequences must ensue, from such animosities 
and Resentments taken up on such slender and incon- 
siderable occasions, how much it would be to the Goy’rs 
Honour & interest to remove the cause of these misun- 
derstandings to use a regular and steady administration, 
to let the Law have its free course, and come toa gene- 
ral reconcilliation with all the kings subjects under his 
charge. This we laboured for several hours in the most 
obliging manner we could use, Engaging if he would 
consent to it to take the matter on ourselves, and in or- 
der to it would accompany him to New castle the 14th 
Instant, the day on which the Assembly meets. 

The last proposal of attending him thither seemed to 
make some impression, but parting late that night with- 


hardships he throws these People under, from whence 
| itis to be expected that they, finding their application 
fruitless may endeavor to extricate themselves by other 
means, but there is also too much room to suspect some 
further designs: Thy Letter to thie Secretary mentions 


| imminent danger; nor is it only owing to the repeated 


his Brothers solicitations for renewing his approbation, 
of which, (excepting from these Letters,) we have oth- 
erwise never heard one syllable, and the same Person 
(his Brother) being taxed by one with some warmth of 
being the fatal Instrument in these divisions, he first de- 
nied it, but afterwards, before several of us added, that 
he had been once in England to make things appear as 
they were, and should goe again next spring to make 
them yet more clear.—But now we are told he designs 
over very speedily. These voyages, with the Gover- 
nors manifest slight of the Proprietors power in those 
Counties, give such umbrage as that we cannot but be- 
lieve it will concern you both for your own Interest and 
the Peace of this People to think on speedy measures 
before it may prove too late. 

Weare sensible that he values himself upon some 
ffriends at home, and if his Letteys can gain Cre- 
dit it is very probable they may represent our affairs 
very different from what any impartial hand canrender 
them, for in every conversation of his we have but too 
many Instances of this particular turn. The clearest 


out prevailing on the Govern’r to come to any fixed de- | matters of fact are denied, Imaginations that never had 
termination, and he having mentioned his design to go | being but in his own thoughts are mentioned as certain 
down the next day with his Brother, we resolved to wait | Truths: such are the Plots and designs that he believes 
on him again in the morning to dissuade him, if possi- | every man he is offended with has against him, tho they 
ble, from going thither till the said 14 day, but to let the | seem out of the reach of every man’s understanding but 
two persons to be chosen in that County for sheriff, at- | his own But what we more particularly take notice of 
tend him here in Philadelphia,in which case he hoped he | is, his late custom of branding those he setts himself 
might more easily be prevailed on to leave the People | against with the character of Jacobites, socinians, and 
to their free choice, and the enjoyment of their Charter. | enemies to the King and whatever else he thinks pro- 





Rut in vain!—he was resolutely fixed, and went accor- 
dingly. 

At their Election Coll French was-almost unanimous- 
ly elected for one, and Anthony Houston by a majority 
of voices, for the other, of these two persons we have 
mentioned to be presented for the Sheriff’s Office—But 
without any regard to this, hc by his Commission appoin- 
ted another, which Commission was (as we suppose) by 
his order sent into the Supreme Court sitting there two 
days ago, to be published, but that being a Court of Law 
and the Commission directly against our Law, the 
Court could not admit it, upon which he thought fitt to 
send for, and kick one of the Judges, as by the affidavit of 
James Steel another of the same Judges will more 
fully appear. These accounts being relations of 
matter of fact only, may we suppose, make it suffi- 
ciently clear to what causes those disorders are ow- 
ing, but also what endeavours have been used to pre- 
vent them; but we must now say that from the Experi- 
ence we have had of this Gentleman (tho we have been 
very unwilling to express ourselves so freely before, 
whilst the least appearance of hope seemed to remain) 
we believe it impossible to reduce him to those senti- 


ments which the nature of Government necessarily re- | 


quires. for altho no Governor might live more happily 
or easier if he could be prevailed upon to take proper 
measures for his own Interest and Honour, the Country 
generally expressing a willingness to support him, of 
which the Grant of 600£ by our Ass2mbly last summer 
to be paid him this Winter is an Instance. Tho for a 
long time he appeared easy, being conscious as we be- 
lieved ofhis own weakness, till that unhappy Instrument, 


| per, tho excepting that it is his pleasure, no man that 
we know of can assign any reason for it. Being well 
assured that there has been no person mentioned to him 
by us for any Commission, but who are free to take all 
the Oaths and Qualifications the Law requires, and are 
|well affected to the present Establishment and 
isettlement of the Crown. But that this method 
| is now used by him to serve a purpose and in hopes 
' that only, is more than probable seeing that his most in- 
‘timate Companions since his arrival in the Country 
have been particularly noted for their disaffection that 
| way, and as ’tis commonly affirmed by those who have 
had his acquaintance few men have been more open to 
| the same purpose than his great ffriend the Parson, not- 
| withstanding he has lately thought it requisite to take 
'the Oaths, yet this man so warmly espouses under all 
| his Crimes that he has not only Granted nollee Proso- 
| quius to the three Indictm’s against him but by support- 
ing him on all oceasions has in a Great measure kept up 
the unhappy divisions that at present reign among the 
people under the pretence of the Church. This method 
of stigniatising men with such Characters as he thinks 
may make the deepest impressions and be easiest heard 
at home we think ourselves obliged to mention because 
having no excuse for his conduct, we have reason to be- 
lieve he hopes for success from this practice, the only 
method that seems left him, by which the most inno- 
/cent may be made to suffer at such a distance where 
they ncither are known, nor can know what is alledged 
against them. as for our parts, as we have always ased 
the utmost tenderness and caution not to aggravate his 
Resentments, so in what we have written have taken 
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care to advance nothing but what we are satisfied is | As there is adoubt, it should lean to the support of 
Truth, and it would be an ease to us could we be assu- | the public faith. 

red it would befeonfronted with nothing but what is| The principle of all Sinking Funds should be, that 
equally so, which notwithstanding is more than can be | upon the creation of the debt, a sufficient appropriation 
expected, for we know by large experience that a | should be made to the Fund to ensure its redemption 
jealousy in himself however groundless, or the most tri- | at the period it falls due; and when this happens, the 
fling story from the meanest hand, weigh more with him | debt should be paid off, and the people relieved from 








of late than the most pressing Instances his Council can | the burthen of the interest. 


make to him, so a very slender amount when once re- 


The Committee have formed a new calculation, here- 


ceived too often prevails against all the more solid | with submitted, of the operation of the Sinking Fund, 


proofs that can be produced to the contrary. 

Having now acquitted ourselves of what we thought 
was incumbent on us we must refer the whole to thy 
consideration there, and as nothing less than necessity, 
(we assure thee) has forced us to give thee this trouble, 


so we cannot doubt but thou wilt believe it should all 


have been prevented had it been in our power, who 
shall at length conclude with sincere respects to the 
Proprietor, Thyselfand all the Family, and with earnest 
desires for his wellfare and all your prosperity. 
Thy very loving Friends 
JAMES LOGAN 
ROBT. ASHTON 
RICHARD HILL 
ISAAC NORRIS 
SAM’L PRESTON 
JONATH'N DICKINSON 
‘The rest of the members happen to be out of Town. 





THE CITY SINKING FUND. 


The Sinking Fund was created by Councils some 
years ago, to enable them to carry on to completion the 
Water Works and other important improvements, 
which could only be done by means of loans; to ob- 
tain which, it was necessary that some security other 
than taxation, should be given. Many citizens are not 
acquainted with this great palladium of security, which 
the city creditors have, and which has caused those 
loans to be obtained on more advantageous terms than 
those of the state. A report made to Councils, by the 
Committee of Ways and Means, gives alucid and ex- 
plicit state of that Fund; and shows clearly, that if it is 
not encroached on, the whole of the city debt, as it 
stood at the date of this report, would be paid off in 
the year 1858.—Some additional loans, to be sure, have 
been made, but the surprising’ increase of the. water 
rents and other sources, which will flow into this fund, 
will render it more than adequate to all demands that 
may be made upon it. 


To the Select and Common Councils. 


In pursuance of a Resolution of Councils, of 22d. | Appropriation for 1831 and 1832, 


January last, the Committee of Ways and Means have 
prepared a draft of an ordinance in relation to the 
Sinking Fund, differing in some measure from their 
former view of the subject; which has arisen from their 
desire to effect a more speedy relief to their fellow-ci- 
tizens from the burthen of interest, and from a necessi- 
ty of looking to the operation of the Sinking Fund, to 
be founded on an investment of 5 per cent. interest, in- 
stead of 6 per cent. as heretofore calculated. 

The Committee now propose to continue the appli- 
cation of $22,000 a year to the Sinking Fund, as long 
as any debt shall remain, and to rely on the increase of 


the Fund to pay off the debts as they fall due, and thus | 


by their extinguishment, gradually reduce the sums 
now required for the annual interest upon them. 

As the first step, there would be cancelled the City 
Debt, placed in the Sinking Fund under Ordinance of 
28th February, 1811, amounting to 65,500 dollars, re- 
lieving the City from the interest thereon, of 3930 dol- 
lars; while, at the same time, more than an equivalent 
will be found in the continuance of the sum of 22,000 
dollars, annually applied to the Sinking Fund, of which 
it appears doubtful whether more than 15,000 dollars 


|at 5 per cent. interest, founded on the plan here pre- 
|sented, of paying off the loans as they fall due, until 
the year 1846, when $456,000 becomes payable, and 
which, as the burthen will be then reduced to one half 
| of the interest on the present debt, may be extended to 
1856, 1857, and 1858; and then the Fund will operate 
‘to the discharge of the remaining debts as they come 
\round. ‘The following statement will show the gradual 
_ relief afforded to the public, in the annual appropria- 
| tions for taxes:—viz. 
| The interest on the present debt is . $74,391 
| The appropriation to the Sinking Fund is 22,000 








Making the annual cha 


























- 96,591 
| But if the old debt, held by the Sinking Fund 
were cancelled, the sum would be reduced, 
by the interest on 65,500 dollars, 3,930 
{ 
| Leaving to be appropriated for 1824, 92,461 
| In 1825, there falls due 2,500 dollars, the in- 
terest on which is - - - 150 
Appropriation for 1825 and 1826, - 92,311 
In 1827, there is due 11,600 dollars and the 
interest is : : - - 580 
Appropriation for 1827, - . 91,731 
In 1828 there is due 8,000 dollars, and the 
interest is : - : - 480 
Appropriation for 1828, - - 21,251 
In 1829, there is due 2,500 dollars, and the 
interest is - - : - 125 
| Appropriation for 1829, - - 91,126 
In 1830, there is due 50,000 dollars, and the 
interest is - : - - 3,000 
_ Appropriation for 1830, - - 88,126 
In 1831, there is due 149,600 dollars, and the 
interest is - - - - 7,480 
° 80,646 
In 1833, there is due 85,000 dollars, and the 
interest is ° . - ° 4,950 
Appropriations, from 1833 to 1839, - 75,696 
In 1840, there is due 380,400 dollars, and the 
interest is . - - - 22,070 
Appropriations from 1840 to 1842, - 53,626 





So that, in sixteen years, by the operation of the pro- 
perce plan, the annual appropriation will be reduced 
rom 96,391 dollars to 53,626 dollars; making a differ- 
ence of 42,765 dollars, a sum nearly double the present 
amount of the appropriation to the Sinking Fund; and 
so continuing to operate until the final extinguishment 
of the debt, as appears by the accompanying statement. 
This gradual reduction is the more proper, on account 
of the operation on the value of real estate; for if the pre- 
sent plan be pursued, the annual appropriation will con- 
tinue to be 96,391 dollars, until the final extinguishment 
of the debt, when it will suddenly cease, and relieve 
the citizens at a remote period, to the burthen of all in 
the meantime. This was never intended by the origi- 


are bona fide pledged to the holders of the Stocks, | nal plan of the Sinking Fund, and no Ordinance is to 
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be found warranting such a system, except in the case | Debt due, 1840, 380,400 377530 
of particular stock, under the Ordinance of 28th Feb- | —- | Debt due 1851 58000 
ruary, 1811. | Fund, 1840, 81,215 - 

Many other reasons present themslves, amongst | Interest, 4,060 | Fund, 1851, 319530 
which one however is most prominent. If the Sinking | Appropriation 22,000 | Interest 15975 
Fund goes on according to the present plan, the Com- | - | Appropriation 22000 
missioners will have to receive an increased sum of inte-| Fund, 1841, 107,275 _ 
rest every year from the City Treasury, amounting, for | Interest 5,360 357,505 
instance, in 1840, to 44,760 dollars, upon stock actually | Appropriation 22,000 | Debt due 1852 50,000 
redeemed; and of course this increased sum is to be an- | at ” 
nually invested, making complex what ought to be | Fund, 1842, 134,635 | Fund, 1852, 307505 
plain. But if the proposed plan is adopted, the only | Interest 6,730 | Interest 15,375 
investment will be the interest of the sums remaining in Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation 22,000 
the Sinking Fund after the payment of every debt, and - - 
the annual appropriation of 22,000 dollars. 163,365 | Fund, 1853, 344,880 

Respectfully submitted, | Debt due, 1845, 50,000 | Interest 17,280 
J. W. THOMPSON, Chairman. | — | Appropriation 22,000 

February 12, 1824, | Fund, 1843, 113,365 - 

— | Interest 5,665 384, 160 
CALCULATION OF THE SINKING FUND, | Appropriation 22,060 | Debt due, 1854, 51,000 
With an Appropriation of 22,000 dollars per annum, in- | - ——-—— 

vested at 5 per cent. and paying off the debts as they | Fund, 1844, 141,030 | Fund, 1854, 333,160 

fall due, except the debt due in 1846, amounting to | Interest 7,050 | Interest 16,655 

456,000 dollars, which is to be extended to three | Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation 22,000 

equal payments, falling due in 1856, 1857, and 1858; 

and funding the present temporary and other Loans, | Fund, 1845, 170,080 | Fund, 1855, 371,815 

amounting to 58,000 dollars, due In 1823 and 1824, | Interest 8,500 | Interest 18,590 

making them payable in 1851, and cancelling the sum Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation 22,000 

of 65,500 dollars of Old Stock, now held in the Sink- | 

ing Fund. Fund, 1846, 200,580 412,405 
Amount of fund, January 1, | Fund, 1830, 329,330 | Interest 10,025 | Debt due 1856 150,000 

1824, $257 ,850 | Interest 16,570 | Appropriation 22,000 -- 
Deduct old stock, 65,500 | Appropriation 22,000 | Fund, 1856, 262,405 

| Fund, 1847, 232,605 | Interest 13,110 
Actual fund, Jan. | 367,900 | Interest 11,610 | Appropriation 22,000 

1, 1824, 192,350 | Debt due, 1831, 149,600 | Appropriation 22,000 - 

Add one year’s in- | _ at 297,515 

terest, 9,615 | Fund, 1831, 218,300 | Fund, 1848, 266,215 | Debt due,1857 150,000 
Appropriation 22,000 | Interest 10;915 | Interest 13,310 

Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation 22,060 147,515 
Fund, January 1, — | Interest 7,375 

1825 223,965 | Fund, 1852, 251,215 | Fund, 1849, 301,525 | Appropriation 22,000 
Payment of debt Interest 12,560 | Interest 15,075 - 

due ditto 2,500 | Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation 22,000 176,890 

—— | Debt due 1858 156,000 
221,466 285,775 | Fund, 1850, 338,600 ~ 
Interest 11,070 | Debt due, 1833, 85,000 | Interest 16,930 | Surplus, Jan. 1, 
Appropriation 22,000 Appropriation 22,000 | 1858. 20,890 
Fund, 1833, 200,775 
Fund, 1826 254,535 | Interest 10.035 | ne 
| 
- Fund, 1834, 232,810 Toshow the effect of the gradual Reduction of the 
289,260 | Interest 11,640, City T'axes, by the annual Appropriation of 22,000 
Debt due, 1827, 11,600 | Appropriation 22,009| dollars to the Sinking Fund, and paying out of the 
a5 same the Funded Debt, as it falls due—viz. 
Fund, 1827, 277,660 | Fund, 1835, 266,450 | Present Debt, including the sums unfunded, 
Interest 13,880 | Interest 13,320 now due, and the Loan authorized to be 
Appropriation 22,000 | Appropriation, 22,000} raised in 1824, - - ° $1354600 
313,540 | Fund, 1836, 301,770 | Interest thereon. per annum, - 74391 
Debt due, 1828, 8,000 | Interest 15,085 | Appropriation to the Sinking Fund, - 22000 
- | Appropriation 22,000 _—_—— 
Fund, 1828, 305,540 Present charge, © . . 96391 
Interest 15,275 | Fund, 1837, 338,855 | Deduct interest on stock redeemed, but held 
Appropriation 22,000 | Interest 16,940; inthe Sinking Fund, $65500, interest, 3930 
Appropriation 22,000 eee 
342,815 Appropriation required for 1824, é 92461 
Debt due, 1829, 2,500 | Fund, 1838, 377,795 | Debt cancelled January 1, 1825, $2500, inte- 
Interest 18,890; rest, . - - - ° 150 
Fund, 1829, 340,315 | Appropriation 22,000 oy ae 
Interest 17,015 Appropriation required for 1825 and 1826, 92311 
Appropriation 22,000 | Fund, 1839, 418,685 | Debt cancelled January 1, 1827, $11600 inte- 
Interest 20,930; rest, : - - - - 580 
379,330 | Appropriation 22,000 o 
Debt due, 1830, 50,000 ——-| Appropriation for 1827, a ° 91731 
Se 461,615 | Debt due Jan. 1, 1828, $8000, interest, 480 
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91251 | reactions in trade, which occasionally visit us with 
125 bankruptcies. Every country hus, at least for a sea- 


| Son, some imaginary, but very mischeivous source of 


Appropriation for 1829, - - 91126 | such reactions. With us custom house credits have 


Debt due Jan. 1, 1830, 50000, iateivest 

















Appropriation for 1830, - - 88126 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1831, 149600, interest 7480 
Appropriation for 1831 and 1832, - 80646 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1833, 85000, interest 4950 
Appropriation from 1833 to 1839, : 75696 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1840, 380400, interest 22070 
Appropriation for 1840, 1841, and 1842, 53626 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1843, 50000, interest, 3000 
Appropriations from 1843 to 1850, - 50626 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1851, 58000, interest 2900 
Appropriation for 1851, - 47726 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1852, 50000, interest 3000 | 





Appropriation for 1852 and 1853, - 44726 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1854, 51000, interest 2550 





Appropriation for 1854 and 1855, - 42176 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1856, 150000, interest 7500 


Appropriation for 1856, . 34676 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1857, 150000, aterest 7500 





Appropriation for 1857, - 27176 
Debt due Jan. 1, 1858, 150000, enous 7500 





Jan. 1, 1858, appropriation will pay off the 19676 
Debt, with the aid of the Sinking Fund.—Poulson. 


REPORT ON THE WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


In the House of Representatives, February 23, the 
following report was read, and 1: aid upon the table. 

Mr. Cambreleng, from the Committee on Com- 
merce, to which the subject had been referred, 

made the following Report. 

The Committee on Commerce, to which were 
referred various memorials recommending cash du- 
ties, warehousing, and other commercial regulations | 
report: 

The measures proposed in these memorials would | 
effect an almost entire revolution in the laws regu- 
lating the collection of our revenue. Previous to 
any decision on the expediency of such a change, the 


committee felt it to be their duty, fully to examine | 
the complaints urged against our existing commer- | 


cial system, to ascertain whether it had pro- 
duced such serious mischief as warranted Congress 


in unsettling laws as ancient as the government itself, | 


A thorough consideration of these objections has 
tatisfied the committee that our regulations have | 
been precipitately denounced, and that there is no- 
thing in the condition of the country requiring so | 
material a change in its commercial policy. On the | 
other hand, an examination of the question has per- | 
suaded them that the acts of the first Congress in this | 
branch of legislation have not been improved by sub- | 
sequent amendments: and that it would be wiser to 
repeal the latter, and restore the system to its origi- 
nal form. As this may be a subject of future legis- 
lation, in answering the arguments of the memori- 
alists, the committee deem it a proper occasion to 
suggest such modifications as they think would be 
serviceable to our revenue and commerce. 

The memorialists complain of credits on revenuc 
bonds, as ruinous to trade, and as a means of creat- 
ing fictitious capital. ‘This indulgence is represent- 
ed as the principal, if not sole cause, of the violent | 


3000 | recently become the fashion of the day. Vicisitudes 


in commerce are, nevertheless, common to all times 
| wud all nations; and it is not probable that conse- 
quences which are visible every where can be pro- 
| duced by the particular laws of any one country. How- 
ever general the opinion may be, reactions in trade 
are neither caused, nor even sensibly affected, by 
our credits on revenue bonds, The committee can- 
not attach much importance to statements of the 
pernicious influence of credits generally upon trade. 
Whatever form it may assume, credit is a common 
theme of declamation, and its permanent advantages 
are too frequently overlooked in contemplating the 
temporary mischiefs resulting from its abuse. It is 
notwithstanding one of those modern improvements, 
which when properly regulated, facilitates commerce 
and accelerates the growth of national wealth. ‘fo 
doubt its benefits, would lead us to question whether 
the rapid facilities and quick returns of an enlighten- 
ed era are more salutary in their influence than the 
sn circulations of a barbarous age. Government 
credits neither produce, nor would their abolition 
prevent, reactions in trade. ‘The example of Great 
Britain herself should admonish the memorialists that 
the proposed remedy would be entirely abortive. 
No legislation can relieve a country from fluctua. 
tions in commerce, which are incidental to activity 
and enterprise, and which always agitates nations 
enjoying the most rapid accumulation of wealth and 
resources. 

The treasury returns afford a satisfactory reply to 
arguments founded on an opinion that cash duties, 
with warehousing, would make our revenue more 
secure. ‘To the first of January last, about six hun- 
dred and eiglity-eight millions of revenue had ac- 
crued from customs; and with the exception of losses 
by frauds in warehousing teas, the ratio of loss was 
less than the half of one percent. Forty years ex- 
perience has proved most satisfactorily that a more 
| Secure system cannot possibly be devised. General 
| warehousing would render a multiplicity of private 
| warehouses necessary; frauds would be increased, 

‘and a considerable loss of revenue would be sus- 
| tained from fire, waste and other causes, incidental 
to warehousing. These would far exceed the half 
\of one per cent. In addition to this, withdrawing a 
facility equivalent to the use of a capital of twenty. 
| five or thirty millions would diminish the number of 
importers, increase prices and profits, restrict im- 
| portations, and Jessen consumption and revenue. 

Credits are further complained of because they 
oblige Government to claim a prior right in the dis- 
tribution of bankrupt estates; in the exercise of which 
right very little remains for other creditors. It is 
doubtful whether any legislative provisions will ever 
sensibly increase dividends on bankrupt estates.— 
| Surities will, under any plan, be provided for. The 

| committee cannot perceive how it would make any 
| substantial difference in the division of the bankrupt’s 
| property, whether the claims of Government were to 
| be satisfied out of the particular merchandise in its 
possession, or from the general estate of the impor- 
ter.—!t is a common opinion, that this priority is ar- 
bitrary, unjust, and impolitic: and even some of the 
memorialists, who protest against cash duties, pray 
that Government would relinquish it. The origin 
and nature of this contract seem to be entirely mis- 
understood. The Government is in possession of 
the merchandise upon which the duties are levied 
on importation. For the accommodation of the mer- 
chant, and to facilitate commerce, the property is 
| relinquished on certain conditions; one of which is, 
the transfer of the lien from the particular to the 
general estate ofthe importer. Thisis merely exer. 
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cising.a right which is common to all who release one | 
security for another equally good; and the committee | 
can see nothing unjust or arbitrary in it. If the 
facilities extenied to commerce by this arrangement | 
are not equivalent to the inconveniences resulting | 
from it—if Government must relinquish all hold upon 
the estate of the importer, cash duties are inevitable; 
for bonding without other security would be ruinous | 
to our Treasury. Wherever two houses, which is | 
the common practice, are mutual sureties for each | 
other, the interest of the Government would be uni- 
formly sacrificed were this priority relinquished, and | 
the customhouse would, in truth, become a loan office 
for the use of fraudulent bankrupts. The committee | 
are of opinion that it is far better for commerce to 
bear with its occasional losses than to part with a 
facility of permanent and general advantage. 

The committee are not, however, entirely oppos- 
ed to any modification of our laws regulating credits. 
Some of the credits have been unnecessarily extend- 
ed beyond the measure of mere facility to commerce. 
‘These have, in some instances, produced specula- 
tions and voyages, not for profit, the legitimate object 
of trade, but for the sole purpose of creating an arti- 
ficial capital through the agency of custom-house 
bonds.—Our China trade has been much embarrass- 
ed from this cause. It has been occasionally almost 
monopolized by merchants whose capital was entire- 
ly realized through respondentia and custom-house 
bonds. It is not sound policy to encourage specula- 

ions which disturb the regular current of trade and 

diminish the capital of the Union. Some of our | 
credits may be moderated with advantage both to 

commerce and revenue, and all of them want regu- 

lation. There certainly can be no sound reason for | 
the strange irregularity now existing. Under the act 
of March, 1799, we have the following various terms: 
3 and 6 months; 6, 9 and 12; 8, 10 and 12; some at 9 | 
months; some at 12 months; and special provisions | 
with regard to teas, equal to 12 months’ warehous- | 
ing, and 12 months’ credit, in addition. As if these | 
terms were not sufficiently irregular, the act of April | 


to the usages, or condition of our country. If the 
memorialists had been practically familiar with these 


regulations, they would have perceived that they 


were not adapted to our commercial habits, and they 
probably would have better appreciated the policy 
of our own country. The chief object of warehous- 


ing is to permit the importation and exportation of 


merchandise free of duty. Other nations require 
France and Great Britain. It commenced with the 
former more than acentury ago. Ports of different 


| classes are designated for this purpose, where mer- 


chandise may be placed in entrepot for two years 
and longer, under particular circumstances. It may 
be exported or transported on paying a transit duty 
of 15-100ths of one per cent. France allows a credit 
on consumption duties of four months—six—and 
three, six, and nine months. These collected ina 
singular mode, The importer makes all his arrange- 
ments with an officer, called the receiver of the cus- 
toms, who alone is held responsible to government: 
for this service he is allowed half of one per cent. 
The regulations for warehousing are similar to those 
of Great Britain, which we shall now particularly 
notice, 

The Lords Commissioners of the Treasury are in- 
vested with almost the whole authority to prescribe 


F regulations for warehousing in Great Britain. They 


designate warehousing ports; appoint warehouses of 
special or of ordinary security, or of parts or divisions 
of places or warehouses; prescribe what goods shalt 
be entitled to the privilege, and in what manner they 
shall be stored; and direct in what cases the bond 
shall be required. To be entitled to the privilege of 
special security, warehouses must be built according 
to the provisions of any act of Parliament for that 
purpose. Every order relating to them in any way, 
whether special or general, must be published. The 
proprietor or occupier of the warehouse, or the im- 
porter of the merchandise, must give bond, with two 
sureties, for full duties,before the entry for warehous- 
ing. ‘Transfer books are kept for recording sales in 
entrepot. Goods may be removed from warehouse 


1818, made them more so, by introducing two new | to warehouse in the same place, or in different ports, 
terms of 6 and 9 months, and 8, 10 and 18 months. | by land or sea, on giving notice, making entry for re- 
‘The committee are satisfied that no sufficient reason | moval, and giving additional bonds and sureties for 


can be given for this singular confusion in our terms | 
of credit. The same credit should be allowed, from | 
whatever quarter of the world the merchandise may | 
be imported. The terms now existing were proba- | 
bly designed for the usages of trade and the extent 
of the voyage. Though generally a correct rule, 
there is a perplexing difficulty in applying it to the | 
varying customs of trade. In this instance, it would | 
be far better to require that the usage of trade should 
accommodate itself to the law, than to attempt by 
constant legislation to frame the latter to suit the | 
capricious changes of the former. But we have 
acted on neither rule; for, while we have been ex- 
tending the terms of credit, commerce perceiving 
the advantage of quick returns, has abandoned the 
use of long credits. The committee cannot perceive 
any substantial reason for varying the terms of credit 
on duties, whether the produce be of Europe or of 
Asia, nor for discriminating between the productions 
of countries north or south of the equator.—The 
same credits should be allowed on all merchandise, 
without regard to the length of the voyage; the 
object of government not being to furnish capital 
for our foreign commerce, but simply to grant an | 
indulgence in collecting its revenue upon consump. | 
tion. 

Connected with cash duties, the memorialits stre- 
nuously reccommend the warehousing regulations | 
of Great Britain. While the committee are disposed 
to pay great deference to the experience and intelli- | 
gence of older nations, they cannot but regret that 
we have already adopted many provisions of British 
laws, withont reflecting how little they were suited 


their due arrival and re-warehousing These are but 
a few of the complicated and almost innumerable pro- 
visions which have been found necessary to enforce 
warehousing regulatiions in Great Britain, besides a 
long list of fines, penalties and forfeitures. Ours are 
of a more simple form, and better adapted to the cir- 
cumstances of our country. 

We had no government werchcuses in 1789, and 
very few private buildings suited to the purpose. — 
We accordingly substituted other regulations. We 
adopted an expedient, which, in practice, has been 
found perfectly secure, and admirably calculated to 
facilitate the transactions of commerce and revenue. 
We have no tedious and vexatious forms, none of the 
machinery of warehousing, and no army of revenue 
officers. We surrender the merchandise to the im- 
porter, and receive his bond with personal and real 
security. He can transfer or transport it as freely 
and as extensively as he can any other property.— 
If he fails in finding a market tor home consumption, 
he can export it with the privilege of drawback. In 
every other country but ours, the entry for consump- 
tion cuts off the right of exportation with debenture; 
here we enjoy for three years the advantage of the 
double market. All our ports of entry, with a few 
insignificant and inoporative exceptions, are free for 
the importation and exportation of foreign merchan- 
dise. When intended merely for consumption, it 
may pe transported throughout the Union without 
entry, bond or certificate. When designed both fer 
consumption and exportation, nothing is required 
but a coastwise certificate. The Government is 
satisfied with the inspection of its officers on importa- 
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tion and exportation, and with the substantial secu- 
rity it holds for the amount of the duty, while the 
merchandise may be transferrec ‘hrough innumera- 
ble hands, and from port to port. Such is an outline 
of the substitute we have adopted, and which effect- 
ually dispenses with a necessity for all the complica- 
ted regulations of a warehousing system 

It would have been far better had we never de- 
parted fram a plan so simple, convenient, and secure. 
But we soon adopted provisions for bonding and 
warehousing teas. Our unfortunate experience 
proves that this change has not been advantageous 
either to commerce or revenue. Our next departure 
was the act of 20th April, 1818, for depositing wines 
and spirits, which, if not speedily renealed, will 
prove infinitely more mischievious than its prede- 
cessor, It would be difficult to contrive a more loose 
and clumsy imitation of the warehousing system of 
Great Britain than that framed in the act of 1818. 
Under this law, there were, in 1827, seventy-seven 
warehouses and parts of warehouses occupied by Go- 
vernment in the port of New York, and probably 
more im 1828. The mode of executing it—and it is 
impracticable to execute it in any better manner—is 
generally to set apart a certain portion of the impor- 
ter’s warehouse, which is secured by temporary bar- 
riers, and placed under the joint lock and key of the 
Government and importer. The property thus de- 
posited in the owner’s warehouse, and his bond 
without surety, are the snbstitutes for a bond with 
two sureties, and a lien upon the estates uf the par- 
ties. Any one familiar with the practical operation 
of this act knows, that it is at all times in the 
power of the occupant to withdraw the merchan- 
dise without the knowledge of the revenue offi- 
cers; and that in fact the only substantial security 
we now hold for the duties on wine and spirits, 
deposited, is the honour of the importer.——If this 
act was designed to add to Government security, 
it was an extraordinary expedient. If it was intend- 
ed to guard against the adulteration of wines and spi- 
rits, it was useless or abortive The guard is useless 
as it respects wines and spirits for consumption and 
abortive when they are designed for exportation, as 
they are within the reach of the occupant. But we 
the actual possession of it, whether designed for con- 
sumption or exportation; in our country we have 
adopted a substitute for warehousing, which an ex- 
perience of forty years proves to be equally secure; 
more convenient to government, and infinitely more 
advantageous to commerce. 


ver be exported for debenture without passing under 
the immediate inspection of an officer whose duty it 


WAREHOUSING SYSTEM. 


— eee _leE-TTST————eeeeeeeeSeSeSFSFSFSFFH 


i LC CL LLL LLL LLL LLL LLL ALLO AL 
——— 





[Manca 





they do in other countries, the extensive use of ware- 
houses. They will be wanted only for occasional 
and temporary deposites, and for merchandise not 
designed for our use, but for the consumption of 
other countries. Warehouses, for these limited pur- 
poses, should belong to government. It would not 
only be essentially useful to commerce, but a mea- 
sure of economy, if we were to construct public 
warehouses on a moderate scale at all our principal 
ports of entry. This branch of legislation has been 
most singularly neglected. In ninety-seven ports of 
entry; we have only fourteen custom-houses, and in 
these fourteen ports not three public warehouses 
worthy to be so called. Even in New York, the 
commercial emporium of the Union, where more 
than half of the whole revenue of the country 
is now collected, and where two hundred and 
thirty millions have accrued since 1789, we have 
no Government warehouse, even for the examina- 
tion of merchandise. ‘he committee would recom- 
mend the construction of public warehouses in allthe 
principal ports of the United States. When these 
are established, it would be proper to extend the 
existing privilege of voluntary warehousing: so long 
as the charges on the merchandise were annually 
pail, there would be no sound reason for any limita- 
tion of the term for which it might remain in the 
custody of the government waiting a market at home 
or abroad. Whenever such measures are carried 
into effect, our credit might be again moderated. 
If the merchandise be entered within three months, 
acredit of six and nine months, from the date of im- 
portation, might be allowed; and, if at any time after 
that term, four and six months’ credit might be given 
from the date of entry for consumption, or for trans- 
portation coastwise, with debenture. In the mean 
time, our existing credits ought to be abolished, and 
more uniform and moderate rates established. Four- 
fifths of our duties are now collected at from eight 
to twelve months: if all the existing terms were re- 
pealed, and six, nine and twelve months were allow- 
ed on all importations, without distinction, no very 
important change would be made, while it would 
have a tendency to prevent voyages merely for the 
purpose of creating capital from revenue bonds. 

In thus presenting their views at length, the com- 
mittee have had no other motive than to make them 
known to those interested, preferring to act with 
caution, and to postpone any legislation upon the 
subject to another Congress. To the adoption of a 


_ general warehousing system upon the plan establish- 
Warehousing has been most extensively used in | 
have another guard far more effective. They can ne- | 


ed in Great Britain, they are decidedly opposed. 
Under our regulations, the Government is relieved 
from the trouble of taking charge of the merchandise, 
the number of custom house officers is diminished, 


is to reguage and mark every cask, and whose vigi- | the revenue is secure, and its amount increased. 


lance in detecting frauds is stimulated by his own in- 
terest; for he shares largely in every forfeiture. It is, 
in any view, a singular precaution to risk the whole 


The merchant manages his property as he pleases; 
offers it for sale for consumption or exportation, or 
both; and is entirely relieved from the trouble of 


duty, in order to protect our revenue from frauds, | daily visiting the custom house, and from the con- 


which, if they ever existed, were too insignificant to 
attract the notice of Government. In attempting, by 
the act of 1818, to guard against imaginary dangers, 
we have uselessly multiplied the duties and the num- 
ber of our officers; substituted a doubtful for a sub- 
stantial security; imposed troublesome regulations 
on honest traders, and afforded every possible facili- 
ty to all who are disposed to defraud the Government. 
The committee are of opinion that our ancient prac- 
tice was the most secure and convenient for all par- 
ties; and that all the special provisions for warehous- 
ing teas, wines and spirits, ought to be repealed. 
Under any system for the collection of the revenue, 
warehousing must be adopted toa limited extent; 
but while we act upon the sound and convenient 
rule established in 1789, our merchants will gene- 
rally prefer, as they do now, to take the merchandise 
into their own possession. We shall not require, as 





stant and useless superintendence of revenue officers. 
The committee content themselves for the present 


“with recommending for the consideration of Con- 


gress, with a view to future legislation, the proprie- 
ty of repealing all laws relating’to warehousing teas, 
wines and spirits; of abolishing the various credits 
now existing, and of allowing six, nine and twelve 
months on the duties on all merchandise, without 
discrimination; and of authorizing the construction 
of government warehouses in all the principal ports 
of the U. States. 
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